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11.12   TREATMENT OF PERSONS IN CUSTODY  
 

It is the purpose of this policy to provide direction to employees of this agency interacting with individuals 
who are in the custody of this agency, either as a result of an arrest made by an employee or as a result of the individual 
being incarcerated in or committed to the jail by another authority.  
 
DEFINITIONS  
 
Custodial interrogation—any interrogation involving a law enforcement officer’s questioning that is reasonably 
likely to elicit incriminating responses and under circumstances in which a reasonable person in the subject’s position 
would consider themselves to be in custody, beginning when a person should have been advised of the person’s right 
to counsel and right to remain silent and of the fact that anything the person says could be used against the person, as 
specified by the United States Supreme Court in Miranda v. Arizona (1966), 384 US 436, and subsequent decisions, 
and ending when the questioning has been completed. [Ohio Revised Code Section 2933.81(A)(1)].  
 
Detention facility—has the same meaning as in Section 2921.01 of the Ohio Revised Code [Ohio Revised Code 
Section 2933.81(A)(2)].  
 
Electronic recording or electronically recorded—an audio and visual recording that is an authentic, accurate, 
unaltered record of a custodial interrogation [Ohio Revised Code Section 2933.81(A)(3)].  
 
Foreign national—any person who is not a United States citizen.  
 
Law enforcement agency—has the same meaning as in Section 109.573 of the Ohio Revised Code. [Ohio Revised 
Code Section 2933.81(A)(4)].  
 
Law enforcement vehicle—means a vehicle primarily used by a law enforcement agency or by an employee of a law 
enforcement agency for official law enforcement purposes. [Ohio Revised Code Section 2933.81(A)(5)].  
 
Local correctional facility—has the same meaning as in Section 2903.13 of the Ohio Revised Code. [Ohio Revised 
Code Section 2933.81(A)(6)].  
 
Place of detention—means a jail, police or sheriff’s station, holding cell, state correctional institution, local 
correctional facility, detention facility, or department of youth services facility. Place of detention does not include a 
law enforcement vehicle. [Ohio Revised Code Section 2933.81(A)(7)].  
 
State correctional institution—has the same meaning as in Section 2967.01 of the Ohio Revised Code. [Ohio Revised 
Code Section 2933.81(A)(8)].  
 
Statement—means an oral, written, sign language, or non-verbal communication. [Ohio Revised Code Section 
2933.81(A)(9)]. 
 
POLICY 
 

All employees shall treat those persons in the custody of this agency with professional courtesy and respect. 
Employees shall never physically or mentally abuse any person in custody. Any employee who abuses any person in 
custody in any fashion shall be subject to this agency’s disciplinary process, and the employee shall also be subject to 
criminal (federal, state, and/or local) penalties and/or civil liability.  
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Any employee of this law enforcement agency conducting a custodial interrogation—in a place of detention—
of an individual suspected of having committed a violation of Ohio Revised Code statutes relating to aggravated 
murder, murder, voluntary manslaughter, Involuntary manslaughter, rape, attempted rape, sexual battery, aggravated 
vehicular homicide, vehicular homicide, and/or vehicular manslaughter shall electronically record that custodial 
interrogation.  

 
To comply with federal statutes, any employee conducting a custodial interrogation of a juvenile within the 

Sheriff’s Office, or any facility such as a substation utilized by the Sheriff’s Office, is required to note the location of 
the interrogation and the exact times that the interrogation occurred between in the incident report completed by that 
employee.  

 
If a foreign national is arrested or detained, the individual must be advised of his/her right to contact his/her 

consulate. The Erie County Jail maintains contact information for foreign consulates. In the event of the arrest of a 
foreign national, the employee who first becomes aware of the foreign national’s status will ensure that the jail staff is 
notified. Jail staff members will be responsible to notify the appropriate foreign consulate as soon as possible upon the 
foreign national’s incarceration.  

 
In the event that a foreign national is detained but released at the scene of detainment to a United States 

immigration enforcement officer, the employee is not responsible to contact the foreign national’s consulate. That 
responsibility is transferred to the federal officer taking custody of the foreign national. 


